LINDISFARNE

875, the Danes ravaged the island for the second time, the
monks fled, taking with them the saint's body. From place to
place the body was moved for safety, once returning to Lindis-
farne for a year, until it found a permanent resting place in
Durham Cathedral.

Of the Saxon church and monastery of Lindisfarne nothing
remains save fragments of stone and grave slabs, but a wonder-
ful monument of the piety and artistic genius of the period
exists in the famous Lindisfarne Gospel. This lovely illumin-
ated manuscript, comparable only to the Book of Kells, was
probably begun in the seventh century. At the end is a later
note which has been thus translated : ' Eadfrith, Bishop of the
Church of Lindisfarne, he at the first wrote this book for God
and for St. Cuthbert and for all the saints in common that are
in the island. And Ethilwald, Bishop of those of the Lindis-
farne island, bound and covered it outwardly as well as he could.
And Billfrith the anchorite he wrought as a smith the orna-
ments that are on the outside and adorned it with gold and
gems, also with silver overgilded, a treasure without deceit.
And Alfred, an unworthy and most miserable priest, with
God's help and St. Cuthbert's, overglossed it in English/
When the monks, fleeing from the Danes, took ship for Ireland
they took the Gospel with them. A storm arose in which the
manuscript was washed overboard, but to their great delight
when they reached the shore they found that it had been cast
ashore unharmed in its box.

After the Conquest the Bishopric was transferred to Dur-
ham,  but Lindisfarne Priory was rebuilt for Benedictine
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